office and estates to surrender. Just at this time the monthly pay of the
soldiers was two years in arrears and there was a revolt in the army. On
the day of breaking the fast of the Muhammadan lent, they camp tumult-
ously to (he Idgah, or place of assemblage for prayer, so that Shah Nawaz
Khan did not alight from his elephant but escaped out of their hands. On
the 7th Zikedah 1171 H. (1757), there was a prodigious disturbance, and
the mob of the city desired to pillage the house of Shah Nawaz Khan and
he closed the gate of his residence. At midnight on the 8th Zikedah he
packed such things as were absolutely required on elephants, left his house
for Daulatabad leaving behind in his house goods of great value. He
reached Daulatabad and entered the fort, killing the guards at the gate. On
the occasion of the birth of a grandson, he invited the French and Hyder
Jung, minister of M. Bussey, to a grand banquet and presented them with
robes of honour and valuable jewels and was unsuspicious of the foul
treachery they nursed within their hearts.

At the suggestion of Hyder Jung, the French, with a great show of
friendship, asked Shah Nawaz Khan permission to view the fort of Daulata-
bad and after rising from the party, they sent a message to Basalat Jung to
invite Shah Nawaz Khan to take a walk in the Begum garden which is out-
side the city. On the report of a cannon in the fort, he was to be
imprisoned. The instant that the report was heard Shah Nawaz Khan
was imprisoned with his two sons in a tent where he was sitting with
all dignity. Then a follower of the French came and shot him in that attitude.
He and his two sons were laid in the ancestral tomb towards the south
of the city near the shrine of Shah Nur. The house of Shams-ud-Dowla
was then plundered a second time and the Sayyid ladies of the family
were cruelly turned out of doors.

Shah Nawaz Khan was acquainted with several sciences and was
skilled in and showed a great love for poetry. He had no rival in literary
skill or in knowledge of history and he was a living record of the families
of the nobles and princes of the Timurian dynasty in India. The truth of
this is proved by the work called Maasir-ul-Umrah which we owe to him.
In was in 1758, the fourth year of his ministry, that Shah Nawab Khan was
assassinated. Salabat Jung then appointed Basalat Jung as his Dewan.

BASALAT JUNG 1758 TO 1761

Basalat Jung who was Governor of the province of Burhanpur held office
until the year 1761, when Nizam Ali Khan, fourth son of Asaf Jah, who  was
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